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Emergency Care Data Set 

• The Emergency Care Data Set (ECDS) project aims 
to develop and implement a new minimum data set 
for emergency care which can properly capture and 
represent the full extent and granularity of 
Emergency Department (ED) activity in England.

• Why?

• Gaps in data.

• Existing data set had not kept pace with current 
practice.



Stakeholders

The ECDS project is a 
collaborative project between: 

• The Royal College of 
Emergency Medicine

• The Department of Health

• NHS England

• NHS Digital

• NHS Improvement

• NHS Providers and Public 
Health England

• AEC Network representation 
on National steering group



Connected Information

The project has also been 
identifying overlapping areas 
of work which need to be 
considered in the development 
of the ECDS including:

• Information Sharing for 
Tackling Violence (ISTV)

• Trauma Audit and Research 
Network (TARN) 

• Also the guidelines 
developed by the PRSB and 
Academy of Medical Royal 
Colleges (AoMRC) for the 
clinical structure and 
content of patient records



Progress

• We have been working with the 
ECDS team and National 
Steering group to understand 
how the ECDS might support 
the collection of Ambulatory 
Emergency Care and shape the 
development to ensure 
functionality.

• Increased interest at national 
level in maximising AEC 
delivery has been a lever for  
progressing the application of 
ECDS to this patient cohort.



The data set itself

Justification 

Emergency care is delivered in many different 

settings, and the value-added by these different 

modes of healthcare in different environments is 

very poorly understood. 

This data describes the type of site providing the 

care so that commissioners can understand the 

casemix, acuity and value-added, which in turn 

enables accurate provision of resources to 

match patient need.

The coding system is primarily designed for ED 

and Ambulatory Emergency Care use. The 

additional codes for other modes of urgent care 

delivery allow commissioners to use a common 

system for these if wanted. 



The data set itself



ECDS Pilots

• Development of the ECDS by 
providing data field verification, 
code set content validation and 
how the data fields are 
collected in practice in type 1 
EDs.

• End-to-end test to enable the 
collection, extraction, 
processing and analysis of 
data.

• Extend tests to type 3/4 EDs.
• Formal impact assessment.
• Sign off and implementation in 

EDs
• Testing and Impact assessment 

in AEC.



Next Steps


